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Minister did not materialise. Gayda wanted the Premier-
ship: the President was willing to offer him the portfolio
of Minister for Defence. Gayda then asked for the
Ministry of the Interior, but his wish remained unfulfilled.

Shortly before Hitler's invasion, Gayda had wanted to
solve the Jewish question. This had become prominent
thanks to die intensive propaganda of the Agrarian Party
against Benes, the Jews and the Freemasons, who were
accused of responsibility for the collapse of Czechoslovakia.
The Beran Government, which had fathered' the anti-
Jewish movement, was faced with a dilemma. It had not
listened to the'warnings of friends, including the writer
of these lines, and the first anti-Semitic announcements
in the Press produced resounding effects among the
Czechs, but more especially among people abroad.
Exports decreased, a boycott of Czech products was
rumoured, the English loan was seriously threatened,
and the Government had to do something to save its
face. Rudolf Beran, as head of the Government, ordered
a Jewish law to be prepared. For weeks its clauses were
discussed, and finally it was to be presented to the full
Assembly. The President of the Republic, however,
refused to sign the law as it stood, and it was referred
back for revision. In the meantime the Germans had left
nothing undone in order to solve the problem by extreme
economic measures most damaging to the Jews.

The solution had been most urgently demanded by
the Fascists, but the projected law caused serious dis-
turbances in the internal economics of Czechoslovakia
itself. Confidence in business declined, foreign trade